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Dear Friend, 

Amid all the decoration, feasting and merriment, the holidays are really 
about the simplest of things: love of family, of friends, of goodness and gratitude 
and the miracle of life itself. 

By tradition, we often express that love through gift-giving. But whether 
the gift is jewelry or a loaf of bread, the feeling behind it is what touches us most. 
When a gift is from the heart, it truly doesn’t matter what it is; the gesture itself 
is what matters. 

That’s why true prosperity isn’t about having a lot. It’s about having 
enough — and being willing to share it. 

With that sentiment in mind, let me introduce you to a devoted Ecuadorean 
couple named Segundo and Maria Alvarez. 

Theirs is a story you’ll love. And I hope it inspires you to rekindle 
the feelings of goodwill and positive change that sparked your 
last gift to Heifer, and to support our transformative work again. 

Raising a family in the remote Andean village of Sablog Chico, Segundo 
and Maria were bound to the two hardscrabble acres of high-altitude land that 
held the key to their security. But like so much of the property in their poor area, 
theirs had little capacity to provide for the Alvarez’s hungry children, except for 
the rough pasture that sustained a scrappy flock of chickens. 

Any hope of earning meaningful income required Segundo to travel from 
home to pick fruit or work manual labor jobs in a distant province. He didn’t mind 
the hard work, but the long separations from his wife and children caused him 
deep pain. 

So when a Heifer project organized in his village, he and Maria knew it 
was a rare opportunity to unite their family and improve their humble standard 
of living. 

“With the help of God and Heifer, we received trainings,” Segundo says 
today. Those trainings, which took place before any animals were given to 
the family, started with the basics: improving their land to coax sustainable 
and nutritious harvests. 

After clearing the invasive plants that had choked their soil of its nutrients, 
Segundo and Maria were able to plant potatoes, carrots and fava beans with 
new confidence. Taking his appreciation for the native species that thrived in the 
improved soil, Segundo chose heritage varieties of potatoes to grow, considering 
them “tastier” than others. 
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After completing the first phase of their Heifer training, the couple benefited 
from the Passing on the Gift® commitment that is a hallmark of Heifer’s approach 
to community building. In addition to a bull from a family whose original cow had 
reproduced, Segundo and Maria also received two lambs. 

Training in animal husbandry enabled the couple to increase their herd of 
animals to three bulls, three sheep and more than 70 chickens! And their 2 acres 
of land became equally fertile, producing more than enough food to feed their 
entire family. 

With a stable income and faith in their prospects came two 

extraordinary gifts . One was the ability to care for Segundo’s elderly 

father, Obaldo, after they built a secure steel and concrete house to 

replace their one-room thatched hut. 

The second gift was a baby named Anthony , that Segundo and 

Maria adopted after his parents died tragically. 

Imagine the joy of knowing you could offer a good life to a vulnerable 
child, without sacrificing the dreams of your other children. That is the definition 
of real prosperity, ! 

Their hard-earned security enabled Segundo and Maria to send all their 
children to school. Anthony, too, will enroll when he’s old enough. But it’s Heifer’s 
impact on their children’s long-term future that gives them their greatest pride. 

“If we give our children an education and continue to value Pachamama (an 
Ecuadorian term for Mother Earth), they will come back and do things in a better 
manner through their education. If they don’t come back, they will be able to get 
a job and have a better life than us, or maybe even start their own business.” 

A united family. A secure home. The promise of a future fulfilled. The 
powerful story of Segundo and Maria Alvarez is not unlike countless others 
made possible by people like you, and your support for Heifer’s mission — 
ending poverty and hunger by investing in the untapped abilities of vulnerable 
yet hardworking people. 

Right now, you can make true prosperity possible for another family in our 
world. And whether your gift is a lot or a little, what matters most is that it comes 
from your heart. 


With warmest regards, 



Pierre U. Ferrari 
President and CEO 


PS. I’ve enclosed pictures of the Alvarez family and their home. Take note of 
the beautiful photograph of Anthony, the neighbor boy who lost his parents, 
yet found a home with this simple yet deeply hopeful family, because Heifer 
supporters like you gave them a chance to reach for true prosperity. Thank 
you, and my very best wishes for a joyous holiday season. 
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The mission of Heifer International is to work with communities 
to end hunger and poverty and care for the Earth. Since 1944, 
Heifer has helped more than 31 million families move toward greater 
self-reliance through the gifts of livestock, plants and training in 
environmentally-sound agriculture. The impact of each initial gift is 
multiplied as recipients agree to Pass on the Gift by giving one or 
more of their animals' offspring, or the equivalent, to another in need. 


Thank you for your support! 
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Charitable Solicitation Disclosure Statements 

Heifer Project Internationa] (’Heifer') is an Arkansas non-profit corporation with its primary address and principal place of business at 1 World Avenue, Utile Rock, Arkansas 72202. Heifer's main telephone number is (868) 548.6437. 
tf you would (ike a copy of Heifer’s latest annual return, exemption application, or other related information, please send a request indicating the information you desire, along with a self-addressed stamped envelope or an emafl 
address to which you would like the information sent, to Heifer Project International, P.O. Box 8058, Uttle Rock, AR 72203-8058, Attn: Disclosure Requirements. Heifer is exempt from federal income tax under 26 U.S.C. Section 
501(c)(3), and Is a non-profit organization eligible to receive tax-deductible donations. Each donation to Heifer is tax-deductibfo to the extent allowed under applicable law, and represents a contribution to its entire mission, which 
is to work with communities to end hunger and poverty and to care for the Earth. REGISTRATION IN ANY STATE/DiSTRICT DOES NOT IMPLY AN ENDORSEMENT OF HEIFER BY THAT STATE/DISTRICT, OR ANY OFFICER 
OR EMPLOYEE OF THE STATE/DISTRICT. 


C alifornia : Information required by the California Business and Professions Code Is included In the first paragraph above. Colo r ado : COLORADO RESIDENTS MAY OBTAIN COPIES OF REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL 
DOCUMENTS FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE AT http://www.sos.state.co.us/ OR 303-$9£M>. REGISTTOTOt BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE IS NOTAN ENDORSEMENT OF EITHER THE PAID 
SOLICITOR OR THE ORGANIZATION OR CAUSE THE SOLICITOR REPRESENTS. D jstrj sUfColumbia : Reoistration/File No. 961788. Florida: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-80043OT2or TSOO-HELWFLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE OR VISITING WWW.0OOHELPFLA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. HEIFER’S REGISTRATION NUMBER IN FLORIDA IS CH1042 WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE; SC-01042 WITH PINELLAS COUNTY. 100% 
OF EACH CONtRlBUTlON/lESS VARIOUS TRANSACTION-RELATED FEES AND COSTS, IS RECEIVED BY HEIFER; WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT HEIFER ENGAGES VARIOUS THIRD PARTIES TO ASSIST IN ITS 


FUNDRAISING EFFORTS, 
description of the 


uost a fell and fair description of the charitable program for which the solicitation campaign is being carried out and, if different, a full and fair 
the solicitation is being earned out, and a financial statement or summary consistent with the financial statement required to be filed with the Secretary of 
Heifer are on file with the Illinois Attorney General. Kan^? : Registration No. 2583771. An annual financial report required by K.SA 17-1763 for the oreceaina 
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□ Charge my contribution of $_to my: □ JSSmm 

□ I want to do more, make this a monthly gift (600799071) 

Credit Card No.:_ 

Name as it Appears on Card:_ 

Signature:_ 


Expiration Date: 


Daytime Phone #: 


All gifts represent a contribution to the entire mission of Heifer International. Sharing your contact information helps us acquire new donors and reduces administrative costs, 
allowing us to devote a higher percentage of donations to project work. □ Please check box if you do not want us to share your contact information, call us at888-5H UNGER 
(888-548-6437), or mail us at Heifer International, P.O. Box 8058, Little Rock, AR 72203-8058. Please also review our Privacy Policy at www.heifer.org/privacy 

Please provide your email address to stay connected to Heifer International and the families we serve: 
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A Lasting Year-End Gift 

Yes, I want to help another worthy family in need achieve true prosperity 
through the power of Heifer programs. Enclosed is my tax-deductible 
year-end contribution of: 

□ $130 D$200 □ $275 □ $325 □ Other $_ 


To make your contribution by credit card, see reverse. 
For faster service, call 88&-S48-6437 (888-5HUNGER) 

To put your donation to work immediately, 
visit us at: www.heifer.org/6reatestGift. 
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